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To;  The  Choirmnn  and  Honibers  of  the  Rural  District  Council  of 

Davontry. 

J.'Ir*  Chaiman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to , present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  1952,  incorporating  that  of  the  Chief  Sanitaiy 
Inspector,  As  I first  took  up  iry  duties  in  October  it  mainly  refers 
to  the  vrork  of  your  previous  Medical  Officer,  Dr,  iirthur  Lucas. 

The  vital  statistics  compare  satisfactorily  v/ith  those  of  England 
and  TiTales  especially  v/ith  regard  to  the  Death  Rate,  there  having  been 
a substantial  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  conpared  v/ith  those 
recorded  in  1 951  * The  Infant  Mortality  figures  are  not  quite  so 
pleasing,  being  a little  above  the  average  for  England  and  Wales,  and 
suggest  that  there  is  room  for  ii-iprovemcnt  in  a-nte-natal  oare  and 
education. 

The  number  of  houses  v/hich  v/ere  completed  during  1 952  fell  v/ell 
belov/  the  1 951  figure  but  the  largo  total  for  the  previous  year  v/as 
accounted  for  by  an  extensive  housing  project  at  Y/oodford  Halse, 

At  the  end  of  the  year  62  houses  v/ore  in  course  of  erection,  but  the 
size  of  the  v/aiting  list  for  tenancy  of  council  houses  indicates  that 
the  general  need  is  still  considerable.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
before  long;  it  vrill  bo  possible  to  malco  a start  on  Slum  Clearance, 
as  every  year  that  passes  allows  more  houses  to  enter  the  lo\7est 
category  and  advances  the  deterioration  of  those  already  inspected 
and  recorded. 

Pair  progress  v/as  made  during  the  year  in  the  v/ay  of  providing 
adequate  modern  sanita.tion  for  villages  in  a district  v/hcrc  it  is 
sorely  needed,  nev/  sov/age  disposa.l  schemes  being  corploted  at  Barby, 
Kilsby  and  West  Haddon,  Much  difficulty  continues  to  be  encountered 
in  obtaining  Ministry  approval  and  sanction  fdr  capital  expenditure 
for  such  schemes;  it  is  not  easy  to  coiprehend  hovr  matters  so 
intinoatcly  bound  up  v/ith  the  health  of  the  public  can  be  deferred 
indefinitely  'in  the  national  interest', 

Diuring  the  latter  part  of  October  a Mass  Radiography  Unit 
visited  Davontry  Borough  and  Weedon,  Details  of  the  visit  can  be 
found  in  Section  'P*  but  it  is  highly  satisfactory  "to  be  able  to 
record  that,  out  of  a total  of  1253  persons  X-Rayed,  no  case  of 
active  Pu3-monary  Tuberculosis  v/as  detected,  and  only  A inactive 
cases  were  found, 

Thanlcs  are  due  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  qnd  his  staff 
for  their  ’jneoasing  labours  during  the  year,  also  to  Dr,  Lucas,  not 
forgetting  the  Chairman  and  I^.tciibcrs  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Corxiittccs  for  their  assistance  and  encouragement. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.A.H,  STOIERS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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N.  0.  Rydin.gs;  P.  J.  Sharpe;  E,  H.  Thompson; 

Mrs » C . I L S . Thornton,  C.C,;  J,  S .L . Ta-.Tiley ; E.  ¥illiai-.is 
and  A,  L,  Pilkins* 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Council: 

Medical  Oifficcr  of  Health  (as  from  1st  October  1952) 


Dr.  H,  A,  H, 


S v^mraer 3 , Ji  .B , ; B . C h , : 


B.A.O.  : D.P.H, 


also  holds  appointments  of 


Iviediccl  Officer  of  Health,  Daventry  Borough, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Brixworth  Rural  District 
A.ssistant  Corjity  ibdical  Officer  of  Health, 
Assistant  County  Cclool  Medical  Officer, 

I.ledical  Officer  of  Hoalbh  (unbil  30th  September  1952). 


Dr. 


ft 

JLi.  I 


jucas. 


IMC.P.  : L.R.C.S. 


D.P.H. 


Chief  Saninnry  Inspector: 

H.  Kirton,  C.r.cS.I,:  IIS. I. A. 
Additional  Sar-itarya  Inspector: 

J,  H,  Ilarkncsc,  R,S.I,  J.Bt  : M.S.I.A, 
Sanitary  Inspect  or  ns  Acsista-nt: 

Bp  C,  Linen. 


2. 


J 


• i 


V 


/ 


1 


STOL^iRY  OF  VIT/Jj  STATISTICS , 1 952 


Area  (in  acres) 

• • 

• 

• • • 

• • • 

79>423 

Population  (based 

on  Registrar-G-eneral*  s figures) 

1 6 flfA-0 

Nuriber  of  separate 

d\7ellings 

occupied 

• • • 

3,301 

Rateable  Value 

• * 

• 

• • • 

• • • 

£87,750 

Product  of  a Penn;^’’ 

Rate 

• 

• • « 

t » • 

£346 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Total 

Hale 

Poixale 

IL''i.TE 

Rate  for 

Legitimate 

226 

131 

93 

England  & Wales 

Illegitimate 

10 

3 

3 

236 

136 

100 

14-3 

13*3 

STILL  BIRTHS: 

Total 

Hale 

Peiviale 

R/d’E 

Rate  for 

Legitimate 

5 

n 

c. 

3 

England  & Wales 

Illegitimate 

- 

•i« 

! ] 

2 

3 

0c30 

0.33 

DEilTHS: 

(all  causes) 

Total 

182 

Hale 

104 

Female 

78 

HITE 

11.07 

Rate  for 
England  & Wales 

11.3 

Dnathpi  fron  Piifirr)nr.n.l  Onuciepi 

Nil 

IHF/ITT  IDRTiljITI: 

(Rate  per  1,000 

live  births) 

Total 

Male 

Female 

HiTE 

Rato  for 

Legitimate 

6 

5 

1 

England  & Wales 

Illegitimate 

1 

mm 

1 

7 

5 

2 

29.6 

27.6 

NEO-NAT/jL  }.©RTi'iLITr : Deaths  under  A ^Teeks: 

(Rate 

per  1,000  live  birt 

Total 

I'.1ale 

Female 

RiiTE 

Legitimate 

6 

3 

1 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

7 

3 

2 

29.6 

Deaths  from  Infect 

ious  Disea 

ses 

• •••••  t 

1 (licasles) 

3« 


r « 


NATUHi'iL  SOCL'Ji  CONDITIONS. 


SECTION  A. 


/iKE/i.:  The  area  of  the  district  is  79 >423  acres,  v/’hich  noans  an 

average  of  one  person  to  4*83  acres, 

POPinilTION;  The  population  for’ 1952  \/as  16,44-0)  sho^/ing  an  increase 
of  1 50  over  the  figures  for  1 951 , the  natural  increase  in  the 
population,  i,e,  excess  of  births  over  deaths  v/as  54« 

DE/^THS:  The  total  nuriber  of  dearths  recorded  \rc.B  182,  being  a decrease 

of  19  on  the  nuriber  for  1 951  • The  standardised  rate  for  1952  ’.vas 
9,07,  conpared  vath  11.3  for  England  and  TJales, 

The  causes  of  death  in  the  district  duidng  the  year  are  given  in 


the  folloY^ring  table: 

CAUSES 

IvLale 

Female 

Total 

liCasles  ••• 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  . , , 

- 

2 

2 

Cancer  (All  forr.is)  , , . . , , 

17 

17 

34 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ••• 

13 

14 

27 

Coronary  Disease  of  the  Heart  . . , 

18 

8 

26 

Heart  Disease  (Other)  ,,, 

26 

18 

44 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  • • . • . • 

6 

4 

10 

Influenza  , , . , , , . , , 

mm 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  , , , ...  . , , 

3 

- 

3 

Bronchitis  ...  , . , ... 

4 

3 

7 

Respiratory  Disease  (Other)  . . , 

1 

~ 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  ...  , • . 

2 

- 

2 

G-astritis  and  Enteritis  • . . ... 

- 

2 

2 

Diabetes  •*. 

1 

1 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate  ...  ... 

3 

- 

3 

Congenital  llalf ormations  ...  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Ill-Defined  Causes  ...  ... 

5 

5 

10 

Motor  and  Other  Accidents  ...  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Suicide  •••  ...  *.. 

1 

— 

1 

TOTiXS 

104 

78 

182 

As  in  previous  years  the  cor.moncst  cause  of  death  v/ns  cancer, 
heart  and  circulatory  disease. 

BIRTHS:  The  nur.iber  of  births  v;as  236,  giving  a standardised  rate  of 

15 #73  conpared  v/-ith  15*3  for  England  and  Nales, 

STILL  BIRTHS:  There  v;ere  5 giving  a rate  of  0,30  coinpared  v/ith  0,35 

for  England  and  w’ales,  (per  1 ,000  total  population) , 

UJ iEG-ITII€J?E  BIRTHS:  The  nur.iber  vras  10  as  conpared  \7ith  15  for  1951* 

lii-TERK'Ij  IvDRT/XITY:  It  is  pleasing  to  bo  able  to  record  once  again  that 

there  v/’crc  no  maternal  deaths  associated  v/ith  childbirth, 

INP/HT  l.'DRlVXITY:  The  nuiDer  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  v^o 

died  \7as  7)  none  surviving  4 vreeks  of  life,'  Of  these,  2 vere  due  to 
congenital  deformities  and  thus  unavoidable,  leaving  3 from  bronchial 
pneumonia,  rnd  2 from  prematurity  who  might  possibly  have  been  saved. 

The  ii-portance  of  Ante  Natal  care  and  advice  should  never  be  under-rated, 
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SECTION  B 


GENERi\L  PROVISIONS  OF  HE/JjTH  SERVICES 

Li30Ri‘*T0RY  SERVICE:  The  Public  Health  Laboratoiy  Service  operating 
at  the  General  Hospital,  Northarpton  is  available  for  the  diagnosis 
and  analysis  of  spcci3:icns  relative  to  infectious  disease*  The  service 
is  free  of  cost  to  the  Local  Authority, 

DIPHTHERIA  ^INTI-TUXIN:  In  a-ccordance  v/ith  the  provisions  of  the 

Diphthoida i‘*Jiti-Toxin  (Outside  London)  Order  19IO,  arrangements  are  made 
v.'-hereby  medical  practitioners  nay  obtain  the  anti-toxin  from  local 
chemists  at  short  notice  and  free  of  cost.  It  is  pleasing  to  record 
that  once  again  there  ^vas  no  notification  of  Diphtheria  in  the  district, 
thus  nr.intaining  the  excellent  record  of  recent  years, 

/ HBULi'-NCE  SERVICES:  For  infectious  ca-ses  the  aiibulancc  from  the 
Harborough  Road  Isolation  Hospital,  Northampton,  is  used,  and  for  non- 
inf  cctious  cases  and  residents  the  ambulance  maintained  by  the  St.  John 
/aibulanoe  Brigade  stationed  nt  Daventry  is  used.  These  nmbulrjiccs  are 
maintained  by  the  Brigade,  ’viio  act  as  agents  of  the  County  Council  in 
providing  an  ai.ibulajrico  service, 

NURSHTG  IN  THE  HOIIE:  This  service  is  provided  directly  by  the  County 

Council,  vrho  have  their  nurses  residing  in  various  parishes  of  the 
District,  and  it  v/'ould  appear  that  the  v/'hole  of  the  District  is  ^/cll 
covered, 

TREATIENT  CENTRES  illD  CLINICS:  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  aJ^e  held  at 

Long  Buckby,  Y/’cedon,  '’.^cst  Haddon  and  Woodford  Halsc,  iAite-Natal 
Clinics  arc  held  in  Daventry  and  mothers  from  the  surrounding  District 
are  \7clcomcd.  The  County  Health  Department  has  made  travelling 
facilities  available  for  this  purpose  in  certain  areas, 

HOSPITYiS:  The  treatment  of  all  infectious  cases,  v/lth  the  exception 

of  Tuberculosis  cases,  is  carried  out  at  the  Hr.rborough  Rond  Isolation 
Hospital,  Northampton,  while  general  medical  and  surgical  cases  are 
treated  at  either  the  General  Hospital,  Northampton  or  the  Hospital 
of  St,  Cross,  Rugby, 

NATIOM'Jj  YiSSISTiYNCE  ACT  1948:  No  action  v/as  necessary  by  the  Council 

under  section  47  of  the  National  Assistajice  Act  during  1952, 


5. 


I ft  ) 

. . .1. 


I 


i 


i 


SECTION  0. 


GIRCUI'.']STiJJCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


T,7j.TER  SUEPLY:  Public  v/nter  supplies  arc  under  the  control  of  the 

Mid-Northanptonshire  Pater  Board,  vd.th  the  exception  of  tv70  privately 
ov/ned  supplies.  Onlj'"  seven  snail  parishes  and  hanlets  are  now  vn.thout 
a nains  v/ater  supply,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year,  it  vras  understood 
tha.t  t\70  parishes  \roro  possibly  to  be  provided  v/ith  a nains  supply 
in  the  coning  year.  In  all  of  those  parishes,  the  chief  source  of 
supply  is  by  well  and  punp.  All  public  supplies  are  regularly 
analysed  and  under  constant'  treatnent  by  chlorination*  The  supply 
to  IToodford  Halse  improved  as.  the  result  of  certain  lengths  of  nains 
being  re-laid.  Supplies  genera.lly  v/erc  satisfactoiy  both  as  regards 
quantity  and  quality. 


The  f ollovring  is  a su:xv,ry  of  work  ca.rried  out  by  the  department 
regarding  vratcr  supplies: 


Inquiries  as  to  conditions' of  supplies  .... 
Nu“iber  of  v/atcr  supplies  analysed  . . . . 

Sar.iples  proved  satisfactory  after  analysis  •... 
Saiqplcs  proved  unsatisfactory  after  analysis 
Nevr  punps  provided  ...  . . . . 

PuT-ips  repaired  , , . , . , , 

ITclls  cleansed  or  inproved  ...  .... 

Connections  made  to  nadns  supply  . . . . 

Informal  notices  sent  regarding  vratcr  supplies 


292 

120 

93 

27 

1 

2 

2 

69 

31 


A 


..j.,... ... 
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HOUSES  VfITH  PIPED  OR  NON-PIPED  UATER  SUPPLIES 


PIPED  SUPPLIES  NON-PIPED  SUPPLIES 


P/xRISH 

No*of  houses 

No* of  houses  i 

L/iID  ON 
SUPPLY 

i STiED  TAP 
■ SUPPLY 

; PiJlISH 
: V/ELL 

PRIVATE 

y/ELL 

i SPRING  : 

! 

i 

i'lshby  St*Ledgers 

29 

1 

i 18 

— 

5 

! i 

i 1 

Badby 

79 

70 

14 

1 ! 

Barby 

109 

j 3 

1 

28 

i I 

Brauns ton 

283 

! 25 

i 

1 

35 

I I 

I 

Brockhall 

9 

1 

1 

4 

I I 

I 

Byfield 

212 

2 

8 

62 

4 I 

Canons  Ashby 

1 

i 

1 

1 

14 

Catesby 

6 

12 

11 

Ohar.Telton 

45 

12 

Clay  Coton 

16 

2 

2 

Criok 

188 

8 

29 

1 

Dodf ord 

17 

2 

11 

25 

Elkington 

17 

1 

Everdon 

149 

7 

Farthings tone 

14 

38 

12 

Paws ley 

2 

7 

I 

Flore 

255 

16 

56 

Hellidon 

50 

11 

laisby 

147 

24. 

Lilboume 

60 

11 

1 

Long  Buckby 

716 

25 

87 

Ne^mhaIn 

114 

16 

Norton 

21 

47 

26 

4 

Preston  Capas 

46 

12 

Stanford 

10 

4 

St avert on 

107 

3 

11 

1 

S t owe-IX-Churches 

12 

4 

55 

Uatford 

38 

18 

30  : 

4 

'Jeedon  Bee 

390 

13 

Uelton 

93 

17 

7 

Uest  Haddon 

171 

36 

22 

■Uhilton 

15 

21 

32 

f 

1 

\'I  inwick 

31 

4 

1 ; 

j 

1 

Uoodford  Halse 

556 

2 

42  1 

» 

Yelvertoft 

• 79  , 

20  ' 

j 

TOTiES 

4,061 

402 

22 

787  ! 

29  1 
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Sm'.GE  DISPOSi'i,  SE..m.GE  'lMD  DR^lIK/iGE;  The  nov;  se\/age  schemes  for  the 
parishes  of  Kilsby  and  l^est  Haddon  \rero  completed  and  house  connections 
made  to  the  new  se\7crs;  the  new  scheme  for  the  parish  of  Barby  v/as 
practically  cor.plcted  and  house  connections  made.  There  has  been  a 

great  deal  of  v/ork  by  the  department,  in  the  fixing  up  of  nev/  drainage 
to  house  properties,  and  in  the  fixing  of  the  sewer  connections  for  each 
property  in  all  the  parishes  concerned.  The  position  regarding  other 
schemes  laid  before  the  Ministry  sha\/ed  no  further  progress  in  the 
provision  of  ne\/  schemes,  such  nev;  v/orks  being  held  up  apparently  by 
the  coimtry's  economic  position  as  a v/hole,  I feel  that,  having  regard' 
to  the  urgent  nature  of  these  schemes  from  a public  health  point  of  vie\7, 
it  is  a false  economy.  In  all  the  parishes  where  there  are  serfage 
disposal  v/orks,  the  house  drainage  is  usually  satisfactory  and  v.'ater 
closets  are  general,,  but  in  the  other  parishes  of  the  district,  drainage 
and  night-soil  disposal  are  not  satisfactory.  There  has  been  quite  a 
large  amount  of  now  v.^ork  carried  out  by  the  provision  of  water  closets, 
batliroor.is  and  nexr  house  drainage,  particular!}'’  in  the  parishes  v/ith  new 
disposal  schemes. 


It  is  of  some  interest  to  give  those  parishes  v/ith  se\7age  disposal 
works . They  are : 


Ashby  St,  Ledgers 

Badby  (post  -war  scheme) 

Barby  (post  v/ar  scheme) 

Braunston  (post  v/ar  scheme) 

Byfield 

Crick 

Flore 

Kilsby  (post  v/ar  scheme) 


Long  Buckby  (1940) 

Nev/nham  (pos’t  v/ar  scheme) 

Staverton 

’\7atf  ord 

Xlecdon  Bee 

l/est  Haddon  (post  v/ar  scheme) 
Vfinv/ick 

\7oodford  Halso^iBii  Ye3.vortoft 
(part  sev/ored,  post  v/ar  scheme) 


There  are  tonporary  schemes  in  operation  at  Charv/elton  and 
Lilbournc,  and  a part  soheiiio  of  a temporary  nature  at  T/elton, 

DISIMPECTION : Disinfection  v/as  carried  out  at  all  hones  from  viiich 

infectious  cases  were  notified  and  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital,  also 
at  homes  from  ^./hich  Tuberculosis  patients  had  been  removed  to  a 
Sanatorium,  or  in  ’./hich  they  had  died, 

ER.^J)IC7i.TI0N  OF  BED  BUGS:  No  cases  v/ere  brought  to  notice, 

ILTOJ3LE  n;,IILLBIGS,  PUBLIC  PIEi’XTH  ACT  193^,  SECTION  269:  One  Licence 

to  site  a moveable  dv/elling  v/as  approved. 

SCHOOLS:  School  premises  were  generally  satisfactory. 

PREVENTION  OB’ D/AAGE  BY  PFSTS  ACT  1949:  It  was  not  necessary  to  enforce 

any  provision  of  the  i'lot  by  statutory  action.  The  baiting  and  poisoning 
of  the  Council's  refuse  tips  v/ere  carried  out  very  regularly,  and 
although  Liinor  infestations  did  occur  at  seasonal  intervals,  the 
position  generally  ’v/as  satisfactory.  There  did  not  appear  to  be  any 
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major  infestation  on  ano'’  property.  Enquiries  xrere  made  by  the  piiblio 
from  time  to  tir.ie  and  advice  v/as  freely  given  as  to  the  best  methods 
of  exterr.iination  of  pests, 

FACTORIES  /kKD  WORKSHOPS  ACT  1937^  According  to  rxitums  from  the 
Department  of  Her  Majesty*  s Inspector  of  Factories  relative  to 
deletions  and  additions  to  the  register,  there  v/ere  77  premises  on  the 
register,  chiefly  v/orkshops,  84  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made 
and  12  infoinal  notices  to  cleanse  vrere  sent  out,  3 certificates  of 
ad.equate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  were  issued,  2 defective 
sanitary  conveniences  v;ere  quickly  remedied,  and  4 other  minor  offences 
against  the  Act  v/’ere  also  dealt  v/ith  satisfactorily.  Lists  of  Outworkers 
were  received  in  Jlay  and  Hover.ibor,  The  Ma-y  list  contained  1 name,  and 
the  Noveiiibcr  list  3 naines  of  outworkers.  The  premises  xrore  satisfactory, 

SCAVENCINC:  The  scheme  for  Household  Refuse  and  Salvage  Collection 

continued  to  run  smoothly  during  the  year,  there  being  little  complaint 
from  the  District,  Some  of  the  existing  refuse  tips  are  nov/  rapidly 
filling  and  it  is  most  difficult  to  find  alternative  sites  v/ithin  the 
djxiediate  vicinity  of  the  parishes  conocmed.  Certain  preliiiihary 
works  were  carried  out  to  the  hev;  tip  at  Mill  Hill,  Long  BucldDy,  in 
readiness  for  receiving  refuse,  but  it  was  thought  that  the  existing 
tip  at  Brington  Road,  Long  Buckby  would  last  a few  r^ore  months.  The 
Preston  Capes  tip  was  filled  in  and  soiling  over  had  cor.Tmenced,  so  that 
it  could  be  handed  back  to  the  earner, 

PETROLEITfl  PECULATIONS  ACT,  1928  193^: 


Number  of  Licences  to  store  petroleum  renov/ed  >.••••  52 

'*  " ” " " ” granted  •»,,,  1 

•'  ” " " " Carbide  of  Calciure  roncared  2 

" " " ” ” Cellulose  Solutions  renewed  1 


All  stores  appeared  to  be  so  kept  as  to  conply  v;ith  the  Regulations, 
PUBLIC  HE/iLTH  ACT,  1936  (Part  IO)  CAJTAL  BOATS: 

There  xrcrc  398  entries  of  canal  boats  registered  vd.th  this  Council 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING 


The  year  shov/cd  steady  progress  in  the  provision  of  ne\7  houes,  and 
it  could  be  said  that  in  sone  parishes,  the  urgent  housing  needs  had 
very  largely  been  relieved,  although  the  \7aiting  list  still  sho'vod  that 
v/ell  over  a iOO  applicants  v/ere  in  need  of  re-housing  throughout  the 
District ♦ This  figure  is  arrived  at  after  taking  into  account  the 
nuribers  of  houses  being  built  or  allocated  to  the  various  parishes* 

Much  tine  has  been  spent  in  intervievdng  applicants  for  houses,  in 
an  effort  to  place  a reasonably  up-to-da.te  knowledge  before  the 
appropriate  Housing  Connittee. 

A fair  amount  of  general  repair  vrark  has  been  carried  out,  chiefly  of 
a. ^ minor  character*  The  raising  of  the  licencing  figure  to  a free 
limit  of  £200  v/as  very  helpful,  but  extensive  repairs  have  been  veiy 
fe^/,  due  no  doubt  to  continually  rising  costs.  Licences  for  repair 
works  to  20  properties  at  a total  cstii.iated  cost  of  £7A73  were  granted, 
and  in  addition  7 applications  for  licences  at  a total  estimated  cost 
of  £199'1  were  for\7arded  to  the  Ministry  for  approval  and  issue*  It 
"v/as  noted  that  licence  figures  had  dropped  considerably  compared  v/ith 
previous  years. 

During  the  year,  a small  committee  of  the  Council,  along  with  the 
Chief  Officers,  made  inspections  of  certain  council  house  gardens 
and  took  such  action  as  v/as  necessary, 

liTith  regard  to  new  houses,  the  following  nuribers  of  council  houses 
were  completed  and  occupied: 

18  at  Byfield 
4 fit  Fa-rthing stone 
10  at  Flore 
2 at  Hellidon 
4 fit  Kilsby 
4 at  Preston  Capos 
10  at  Staverton 
4 at  Y.^eedon 

and  in  addition  6 flats  wore  provided  through  alterations  to  a hostel 
at  Long  Buckby  and  *were  occupied;  21  houses  were  re-let  in  various 
parishes  by  the  parish  representatives, 

A further  62  houses  were  in  varying  stages  of  erection  in  the  parishes 
of  Byfiold,  Kilsby,  Ueodon  Bee,  VYolton,  NoOdford  and  Yolvertoft, 

HOUS ING  ACT , 1949:  There'  v/ere  2 applications  for  In^rover.icnt  Grants;  1 
v/as  subsequently  v.'ithdravm,  and  1 was  approved  for  a grant  of  £256,  Since 
the  Act  came  into  operation,  13  applications  for  Grants  have  been  received 
but  10  have  been  v/ithdravm  by  the  applicants,  the  other  3 applications 
have  all  been  approved  by  the  Council  and  by  the  Ministry,  at  a total 
figure  of  £752.15s*Od, 
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The  follov/ing  is  a surxiary  of  visits,  inspections  and  informl  notices 


etc*  relative  to  housing; 

1 • (a)  Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defeots  under 

the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  •••••••«..•*•  478 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  526 

2,  (a)  Number  of  dvrelling  houses  inspected  and  recorded 

under  Housing  Consolidated  Regs,  192^32  Nil 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  Nil 


Remedy  of  Defects  \7ithout  Service  of  Formal  Notice: 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
action  by  Local  Authority  or  its  officers: 


( a)  Housing  Acts  6 

(b)  Public  Health  Act  29 


Action  under  Statutoiiy  Po\Yers: 

A*  Proceedings  under  Secs,  9,  10,  16  Housing  Act  1936 

1 , Dv/elling  houses  in  respect  of  v/hich  Inforr.ial 

notices  v/ere  served  requiring  repairs  •••••.,..,  46 

2,  rh.vclling  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

Inforr.ial  notice: 

(a)  By  owners  40 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  on  default  of 

a-/ners  Nil 

3#  Nur.ibor  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  (Rural  Housing  Survey)  1234 

4*  D\7elling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  under  preceding 
jub-head)  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

(Rural  Housing  Survey)  1880 

3*  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Voluntary 

Undertakings  have  been  given  by  the  ov/ners  19 
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6,  Nui'iber  of  visits  to  council  house  applicants  1125 

B,  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act; 

1 • Dv.’-e?-ling  houses  in  respect  of  v/hich  Informal  notices 

\7ere  seiTved  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  49 

2,  IHvelling  houses  in  v/hich  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  Inforr.ial  notice 

(a)  by  ov/ners  44 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  defau3-t  of  ovmers  Nil 

C,  Proceedings  under  sections  11  & 13  Housing  Act  193^: 

(1)  P\7elling  houses  in  respect  of  demolition  order  ..  Nil 

(2)  Dv/elling  houses  voluntarily  demolished  7 

D,  Proceedings  under  section  12  Housing  Act  1936:  Nil 

E*  OVERCROV/DING-.  It  v;as  not  possible  to  keep  an  accurate  check  on  the 
nur.ibers  of  overorov/ded  houses,  due  to  family  r.iovements  and  re-housing, 
but  it  was  knov.Ti  that  by  this  Council’s  re-housing,  10  cases  of  over- 
crowding were  abated. 
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SECTION  E. 


II’^PECTION  ;JID  SlfPEIWISION  OF  FOOD 

l.'ULK  SUPTLY:  The  nilk  supply  throughout  the  District  was  satisfactory  and 

no  complaints  vrere  received  regarding  any  supply*  The  only  inspections 
made  wore  at  the  dairies  of  retailers,  all  other  premises  "being  under  the 
control  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  There  were  7 retailers  of  ordinary 
grades  of  millc  in  the  district,  and  5 large  retailing  firr.is  operating  in  the 
district,  selling  Designated  liilks,  i,e.  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin  Tested  and 
Sterilised, 

3 supplcnentaiy  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk  were  issued. 

2 supplementary  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  nilk  \7cre  issued. 

2 Dealer’s  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  millc  were  issued. 

2 Dealer’s  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  were  issued, 

B/JKEHOUSES:  There  were  13  balcehouses  operating  in  the  district,  the 

majority  on  old  premises,  but  apart  from  one  or  Wo  instances  a reasonable 
standard  of  cleanliness  v/as  maintained, 

SHOPS:  Most  of  the  shop  preiuises  throughout  the  district  arc  structurally 

old,  there  being  very  fer//  modem  premises,  1 shop  was  conipletely 
modernised  and  proofed  against  vermin.  Generally  the  conditions  were 
satisfactory,  Ifuch  time  was  spent  in  the  examination  of  * food-stuff  s 
and  quite  a large  quantity  of  various  goods  were  condemned,  the  food-stuffs 
being  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  o'.mers  concerned.  In  no  case  v.'as 


statutory  action  necessary, 

Poed  & Drugs  Act  1935;  sections  14  & 57* 

Nuf:Tbcr  of  prer.-iiscs  registered  for  the  first  time  mder  section  I4  4 

Number  of  promises  registered  as  Slaughter  Houses  13 

Nu.±»er  of  promises  registered  as  Knackers  Yard 1 


PUEL.IC  HEt'iTH  I.E/^T  REG-ULATIOI^IS,  1924^  The  same  nuaber  of  butcher’s  shops 
remained  in  the  district,  i.e,  26,  and  these  are  chiefly  old  structurally, 
only  one  new  shop  having  boon  created,  Rogulam  and  frequent  visits  were 
paid  to  the  shops,  and  a reasonable  standard  of  c?.oanliness  v/as  maintained. 

No  unsound  meat  -was  found  exposed  for  sale,  but  it  was  necessary  to  condemn 
65  lbs  beef  and  140^  lbs  mutton.  There  was  no  authorised  slaughter  of 
animals  in  the  district,  except  that  of  the  cottager’s  pig. 

Section  1 of  the  Slaughter  of  iUiimals  Act  1933  is  in  force  in  the  District. 

3 licences  to  slaughter  anir-iad.s  were  renewed,  the  slaughtemcn  being  engaged 
in  public  abattoirs,  /J.1  carcase  meat  was  delivered  to  the  various  butchers 
from  a central  abattoir,  and  the  method  of  delivci^''  did  show  some  ir.iprovement , 


mmujj  sui.afjQr  op  the  chie?  s;itit;j^y  H'Ispector’s  t:ork: 


Nur.iber  of  visits  and  inspections  1+102 

Number  of  re- inspect  ions  648 

Nur.iber  of  inforr.ial  notices  served  117 

Nmber  of  inforr.ial  notices  complied  with IO6 

Nur.iber  of  cor.plaints  (i/ritten  or  verbal)  investigated  26l 

Nmiber  of  nuisances  abated 17^ 


SECTION  P. 


Py^A  .INE^ECTIQUS  DISE/^E 


During  tho  year  I70  ca-ses  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  fron 
the  District,  this  being  a decrease  of  174  cases  compared  v/ith  195'^* 

130  cases  vrcrc  either  measles  or  v/hooping  cough,  the  greatest  nur.iber 
of  cases  occurring  in  the  parish  of  IToodford  Halse,  It  is  pleasing 
to  record  a decrease  in  the  number  of  scarlet  fever  cases,  1 3 as 
compared  \7ith  22  for  1951.  There  vms  one  case  of  poliomyelitis. 

Tho  scarlet  fever  and  poliomyelitis  cases  v/erc  removed  to  Isolation 
Hospital, 

The  3 cases  of  food  poisoning  v/crc  individur.l  cases  and  probably 
contacts  of  the  cases  v/hich  occurred  at  the  end  of  1 95'!  • 


Period  Distribution  of  Notified  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
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Parish  Distribution  of  t d^us  ^is c as^ 
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TUEERCULOSIS : There  v/r.s  an  increase  in  the  nuiuber  of  nev.' 

notifications  of  this  disease  during  the  year,  there  being  13  oases 
coripared  i/ith  8 cases  the  previous  year.  All  \7crc  respiratory,  and 
v/orc  in  turn  notified  to  the  County  I/Iedical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
removal  to  sanatorium  was  then  arranged  by  the  County  Health 
Depaytment,  Investigation  vms  made  into  all  oases  and  disinfection 
cajrricd  out  as  necessary.  There  were  3 deaths  from  tuberculosis, 
giving  a,  tuberculosis  death  rate  of  0,19;  al3.  rrcre  respiratory  oases, 
being  1 male  and  2 females. 


Age  and  Sex  Distribution  of  Ne\/'  Cases 

and  Deaths  1 95  2 

Age 

m.j  c;^Es 
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Cases  on  Register  at  3'lst  Deoeniber  1952 


Designation 

! Male 

I 

Female  i 

Total 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

I Other 

Notified  I952 
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1 Other 
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Inward  Trans- 
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6 
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1 
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During  the  month  of  October  the  No,1  (Northants)  Jfeiss  Radiography 
Unit  visited  the  district  a,nd  carried  out  a Chest  X-Ray  sujc*vey  of 
volunteers  in  tr;ro  locations,  T7eedon  and  Daventry,  in  each  case  for  the 
second  tir.ie.  Although  the  unit  v/as  set  up  in  Daventry,  prir.iarily  for 
people  working  and  living  in  the  Borough  it  v/elconed  anyone  from  the 
Rural  District  v/ho  v.dshed  to  be  exainined.  To  encourage  and  assist 
those  v/ho  \7ere  v^illing  to  be  X-Rayed,  the  Tuberculosis  After-Care 
Comr.iittce  very  genrously  provided  transport  to  and  from  certain  villages, 
V7ith  the  result  that  a grand  total  of  1 253  persons  from  the  Rura.l  District 
attended  at  either  centre  for  exaioination.  It  is  regretted  that  a larger 
attendance  v/as  not  achieved,  but  the  very  nature  off  a Rural  District  so 
extensive  and  thinly  populated  as  this  presents  many  problems  v/hen  a 
Unit  must  perforce  establish  itscll'  at  one  or  br/o  centres  only,  being 
insufficiently  mobile  to  be  able  to  visit  severa].  in  a short  tiioe. 

Details  of  the  findings  of  the  survey  are  given  in  the  follo^ving 
tabD.e,  but  it  is  highly  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  that  not  a 
single  case  of  active  Puli'.ionar^'’  Tuberculosis  v/as  found  and  onl}'"  A inactive 
cases;  of  these  only  3 v/ere  considered  significant  enough  to  v/arrant 
further  observation.  These  figures  cannot,  of  oourse,  be  taken  to  be 
representative  of  the  entire  Rural  District,  but  they  are,  nevertheless, 
nos  t one  ourag ing • 

Survey  i'laterial:-  Business  firms  (including  Boot  &,  Shoe  trade); 

Schools  and  G-cneral  Public, 


Pili'is  taken 


Number  referred  to  Dispensary 
after  Clinical  examination 


Cases  of  active  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 

Cases  of  inactive  Pulr.ionary 
Tuberculosis 

Inactive  cases  not  referred  to 
Dispensary 

Pinal  Totals 
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Vaccination  and  Irnnunisation,  1952 


Details  of  ■'./'ork  carried  out  during  1 952  in  connection  vd.th  the  prevention 
of  diphtheria,  v;hooping  cough  and  sriall-xDOx* 


Under  1 

Vaccination 

1-4  5-14 

15  & over 

Total 

Priinaiy  66 

0 

(M 

14 

107 

Re-Vaccination 

2 2 

38 

42 

Diphtheria  Ir-iinunisation 

Under  1 1,  2,  3.  4,  5.  to  9.  10to14.  Total  Booster 

38  110  36  16  5 8 1 214  117 


V/hooping  Cough  Vaccination 

Under  1 . 1 to  4« 5 to  I4.  Total 

Uhooping  Cough  only  3 9 1 13 

Cor.ibinod  Vhooping 

Cough/Diphtheria  3 1 06  4 1 1 3 

H.B.  The  conib ined  figures  are  included  in  the  figures  for  diphtheria 
inr.iunisation  above. 


Diphthorio  Irxiunisation  Totals  to  end  of  1952 , 

Age  at  31,12,52.  Under  1,  1.  2,  3,  4,  5 to  9 1 0 to  I4, Total’. 

i,c.  born  in  year  1952  1951  1950  1949  1948  1 9t.3-47  1 938-A2  uidcr 

i^. . , 

Number  Ini.iuniscd  3 150  152  158  I68  940  980  2551 
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